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Miracle of Easter 


The church is the long procession of Christ-raised people in and through 
whom the Easter event has become contemporaneous and relevant. Mil- 
lions in our time know this resurrection power. It is valued most in areas 
where the age-old tyrannies of men laugh at the miracle of Easter, 
and in their pride attempt to liquidate the fact, the event, the power, 
the dimension of Easter. But still, it brings a song to a heart, a smile of 
hope to the lips, a thrill of joy to the soul. And no power on earth can 
arrest the progress of Easter. Lifted or raised up, Christ still draws 
men out of themselves into his glorious life. §@ He can take any man, 
stained by sin, cowed by conditions, crushed by evil circumstances, 
and raise him to a new life. He may cause even the bitter memories 
of a life wasted, of a body damaged to be woven into the fabric of 
that renovated life and make them into symbols of purity and mes- 
sengers that make the grace of God more precious. . .. We can always 
name the great: Augustine, Luther, Ambrose, Francis of Assisi, Wes- 
ley, Witherspoon, and many another. But what of the countless un- 
known saints who have blessed the earth by their Christ-raised lives 
and have injected into the life of the world the saving dimension of 
God’s Kingdom! § And what Christ can do for the individual, what 
he has done in history, he can do for his church in our time. Em- 
barrassed and weakened by shameful divisions, entombed by sterile con- 
ventions, bound by meaningless habits of thought and life, enwrapped 
in the grave clothes of fear, and imprisoned behind walls of timidity and 
hesitancy, impotent to speak the living Word of the living Christ to 
an age that is eagerly waiting for the message of life—the living Christ 
can resurrect and revitalize such a church, put on her lips the ancient 
gospel, fill her soul with a new communal life, and make her the source 
of hope in the world.—ELMErR G. HomrIGHAUSEN, in Preaching the 
Resurrection, edited by A. M. Motter, published recently by Muhlen- 
burg Press, Philadelphia. 











Letters to the Editors 





Question About Results of Race Issue 





God's Punishment? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I would like to register dissent at the 
views expressed in the January 19 issue 
under “Any Questions?” in regard to the 
question asked, “Would it be true to tell 
a bereaved person that God has not taken 
a loved one for punishment?’ The per- 
son who wrote in and also Dr. Rose 
seemed to think that it would be all right 
to tell a person that God does not do such 
things as take a child to punish the par- 
ents or take another loved one to punish 
them. 

However, I think that there are in- 
stances in Scripture which plainly show 
that at times God does take away children 
to punish the parents for their sins. What 
about the case of the children of Israel 
in Egypt? They were being oppressed, 
pushed around and evilly exploited by the 
Egyptians. They called out to God to help 
them. God heard their cry and had Moses 
say to Pharaoh, “Israel is my son, my first- 
born. Now you let my son go or I will 
slay your son, your first-born.” Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened and he would not let 
the children of Israel go. Then one night 
the death angel went over the land of 
Egypt and slew all the first-born of the 
Egyptians, from Pharaoh's first-born on 
down. The only reason he slew them was 
that they were persecuting his children, 
who believed in him. 

I think another instance is given in 
David’s experience. David committed a 
grievous sin in committing adultery with 
Bathsheba, then causing Bathsheba’s hus- 
band to be slain in battle so he could take 
her as his wife. To them was born a son. 
This son was taken ill. David besought 
the Lord for the child but the child was 
taken away from him and died. I think 
he was taken as a punishment for Davii’s 
sin. 


To me, an explanation of the death of 
many fine young American boys on the 
battlefied is that they have been offered 
up as a sacrifice for the sins of America, 
one of the greatest being the sin against 
his children of the Negro race in the 
South. 


Some time ago I visited the Confederate 
Cemetery in Dalton. There are about 421 
soldiers buried there, who were wounded 
in the battles of Lookout Mountain, Mis- 
sionary Ridge, Chickamauga and other 
battles and brought to a hospital in Dal- 
ton, where they died. As I thought of 
them, I also thought of the portion of the 
Bible which says: “By faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain, by which he obtained witness that 
he was righteous God testifying of his 
gifts, and by it, he, being dead, yet speak- 
eth.” I thought of these men as, though 
dead, yet speaking to me and to all in the 
South. This is what they seem to be say- 
ing: “We took up arms against our coun- 
try, the United States of America, seeking 
to dissolve the union, and make a separate 
country. We took up arms to defend an in- 
stitution which is wrong, slavery, by which 
one race is held in subjection by another, 
and enriches the other at great cost to it- 
self. We paid a terrible price in suffering 
for rebellion against our country and for 
defending an institution and custom 
which was wrong. Don’t make the same 
mistake that we did.” 


I am thankful for your paper and pray 
that God’s rich blessings may rest upon 
your efforts for his glory. ... 

Dalton, Ga. T. M. HowZe. 


Race and Union 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The article in the February 23 issue of 
THE OvuTLook, “The Failure of Presbyte- 
rian Union,” by Sanford M. Dornbusch 
and Roger D. Irle was one of the most 
absurd observations, though it purported 
to be scientific, I have ever read. 

Some of us who were in the midst of 
this movement across entire synods, deal- 
ing with every presbytery and with indi- 
viduals at the grass-roots can testify that 
we never even once heard the matter of 
race mentioned in the entire discussion, 
or if so (and I do not remember a single 
instance), most insignificantly. 

It would seem that the authors ap- 
proached this subject with gross predilec- 
tion. 

I am glad that your editorial began, 
“We are by no means sure that the so- 
ciological explanation . . . is accurate.” 
Raleigh, N. C. Haroip J. DUDLEY. 


Parallel Is Claimed 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on the 
first day of the week of his passion has 
been misnamed his “triumphal entry.” It 
was not a triumphal entry. It was a bold 
invasion of enemy territory, for a decisive 
conflict. And he lost, From his cleansing 
the temple to his statement during the 
trial before the Sanhedrin that he was 
the Son of God, he asserted his claim. But 
the enemy did not yield. He was crucified. 

Faintly similar was Lee’s invasion of 
the North and his defeat at Gettysburg. 
But in defeat, and in what followed, both 
remained, each in his respective order, 
immortal. 

Lee never saw his day of triumph. 

Jesus’ first day of triumph was the day 
of his resurrection, when, beyond the 
reach of his enemies, he began to muster 
his small force and to begin the conquest 
of the world. The final triumph will come 
when the conflict is finished. There will 
be no contest then. 
Pink Hill, N. C. N. P. FarRior. 


Taejon Accreditation 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

We can’t wait to share with you the 
wonderful news that reached us today. A 
cable came to Dr, Hugh Bradley, field 
secretary of the Board of World Missions, 
from the Minister of Education of the 
Korean Government saying that a permit 
has been granted our college in Taejon. 
This is the same as accreditation in this 
country. 

As you know, we have been working and 
praying and waiting for over a year for 
this recognition by the government that 
means so much to our institution. Won’t 
you join us in thanksgiving to God for 
answering our prayers. 

We are so glad that this action was 
taken in time for it to be announced to 
high school graduates who are interested 
in enrolling in our college in April. It 
means that we can go forward in training 
young people for Christian leadership in 
Korea in a unique college—one that not 


only has an all Christian faculty, but an 
all Christian student body, 

Now that the government has given us 
their approval, we must go ahead with 
additional building to meet their require- 
ments which are very reasonable, 

Please continue to pray for Taejon 
Presbyterian College—that the necessary 
buildings may be erected, and that it may 
be an institution that God can use for 
his glory, 

WILLIAM & CHARLOTTE LINTON. 
Montreat, North Carolina. 


To Print the Text 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Perhaps as never before individuals 
have been asked to read the Bible at the 
Sunday dinner table: “Dad, what did the 
pastor preach about?” 

“Well, let me think. I don’t recall. Get 
the church bulletin. Yes, that was it— 
‘How to Be Happy.’” 

“Oh, I have heard about that at school, 
but what was his text?” 

“I really do not remember whether he 
had one.” 

Two of the men chatted as they left the 
church. “That was a pretty good talk. 
Did you like it?” 

“Yes, but you know, John, I would very 
much prefer to hear a real sermon, an in- 
terpretation of a Biblical subject, a grip- 
ping unfolding of a text. I need help as 
I seek the meaning of the Bible. I think 
our bulletin should always print the text. 
That is more important than the so-called 
theme.” 

“You are absolutely correct.” 

Pastor, what about it? 

WALTER M. IRWIN. 
San Diego, Calif. 


943 an Jdea! 
FOR RETIREMENT 


CHICAGO (RNS) — Methodist 
Bishop Charles W. Brashares of 
Chicago suggested here that retired 
businessmen go to Africa as lay 
missionaries to help that continent 
prepare for eventual freedom. 

In an interview, the bishop said 
lay missionaries are needed in 
Africa to help churches and schools 
in the race to train the people to 
run their own nations before they 
become free. 

Declaring that all over Africa 
there is a fight for freedom, the 
Methodist leader said “‘it’s totally 
impossible to confer freedom on 
people who believe in witchcraft, 
consult medicine men and practice 
magic.” 

Just returned from a two-month 
visit to Africa, Bishop Brashares 
observed however that there is no 
doubt the Dark Continent will be 
free someday. 

As a preparation for freedom, 
he said, Africans must learn to 
read and write, run their own gov- 
ernments, and develop science, 
agriculture and health practices. If 
African nations do not learn these 
things, he warned, they may destroy 
each other. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


THe New York State Council of 
Churches is supporting “fair Sabbath” 
bills permitting shop owners to open 
on Sunday if they observe another day as 
a religious holiday. It is also calling for 
substitution of life imprisonment for 
the death penalty. .. . THE MopERATOR 
of the United Church of Canada, Angus 
J. MacQueen, has described the Chris- 
tian Church as an “army fighting itself 
instead of waging common war on the 
enemy.” Most of the church’s resources 
and manpower, he said, are being 
“wasted in competition, overlapping and 
quarreling.”. . . IN Brook yn, N. Y., 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church has been 
ordered by the Brooklyn Supreme Court 
to surrender $400,000 in parish funds 
to Herman S. Sidener, legally installed 
rector of the church, and not to William 
Howard Melish, its ousted supply pastor. 
.. . LEGISLATION HAS BEEN introduced 
in both Houses of Congress to abolish 
the position of civilian chaplain at the 
U. S. Military Academy, West Point, 
N. Y. .. . Immediate disarmament as a 
“moral example” to the world has been 
urged in Canada by the United Church 
of Canada’s Board of Evangelism and 
Social Service, although dissents from 
this action were registered. . . . The 
U. S. Supreme Court has refused to 
review a grant by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission of a commercial tele- 
vision station to Loyola University, a 
Roman Catholic institution, New Or- 
leans, La. It had been charged that the 
FCC violated the Federal Communica- 
tions Act by granting the license to a 
corporation “‘representing an alien.”. . . 
DENOUNCING FREEMASONRY in_ their 
country, Argentina’s Roman Catholic 
bishops have chaged that, like Commu- 
nism, its ultimate aim is “the destruc- 
tion of Catholicism” and of “all that is 
noble and sacred on our soil.”. . . Na- 
TIONAL CouNcIL PRESIDENT Edwin T. 
Dahlberg has commended President Ei- 
senhower for his position on the Berlin 
crisis and assured him of “our prayers 
for continued strength and wisdom from 
God.”. . . DuKE UNIvERsITy’s trustees 
have once more declined to act on a stu- 
dent petition (185 out of 225 students) 
calling for racial integration in the 
Methodist institution’s divinity school. 
... LEGISLATION THAT WOULD authorize 
the War Claims Commission to pay 
$1,000,000 or more of claims by Prot- 
estant churches in the Philippines for 
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New Missions Policy 
Needed in the Congo 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. (RNS)—A shift of 
missionary, efforts toward rapid educa- 
tional development of native leaders for 
Christian schools and churches in the 
Belgian Congo was urged here in the 
wake of African rioting. 

Robert Nelson, who directs mission 
work for the Christian Churches (Dis- 
ciples of Christ), said that “all possible 
personnel and funds should be put into 
the task of training a Christian Con- 
golese leadership capable of the new op- 
portunities and responsibilities opening 
to them.” 

“All Africa,” he said in an interview, 
“is moving toward political self-asser- 
tion. The missionary effort must find 
its opportunity within this revolutionary 
framework or it will have no place in 
the future of these new republics.” 

One manifestation of African unrest 
has been demand for higher wages, Mr. 
Nelson pointed out. He said this has 
affected mission hospitals and schools 
and will necessitate either curtailment 
of their programs or greatly increased 
budgets. 

Asked whether he regarded the upris- 
ings “honest” expressions of the people 
or perhaps inspired from the outside, 
Mr. Nelson said they are legitimate ex- 
pressions for political independence. 


U. S. G. A—Atlanta 


Advice Offered on 
Design of Churches 


PORTLAND, ORE. (RNS)—‘‘Why build 
a church that will last a thousand 
years?” a church building expert asked. 

Edward S. Frey, director of church 
architecture of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, said that churches 
should be constructed “to last about as 
long as parishioners’ homes.” 

He told a meeting on church building 
and architecture sponsored by the Ore- 
gon Council of Churches that “we have 
to build for smaller congregations who 
use their churches for an ever-increasing 
number of activities.” 

These churches should attract people 
“on the run,” said William K. Newman, 
secretary of the church building depart- 
ment of the Congregational Christian 
Churches. 

He particularly advocated an attractive 
church entrance which “makes people 
feel welcome,” and a large narthex where 
after-church coffee hours can be held. 

Bottlenecks at church entrances “have 
a lot to do with the lack of sociability,” 
he said. 

Churches should supply “the con- 
tinuity in life which people desire and 
need,” Mr. Newman said. “Rootage for 
people should be in the church, so they 
can have protection from the battling 
they get at the hands of the world.” 


Larger Budget Prepared 
For Assembly Action 


When the Presbyterian, U. S., General 
Assembly convenes in Atlanta April 23 
it will have a benevolence budget pre- 
sented to it calling for $9,186,454 for 
1960. This calls for an increase of 
1.4% ($125,632) over the current 
budget. 

In recommending the budget the Gen- 
eral Council says the slight increase 
involved ‘does not indicate that oppor- 
tunities for increasing work and expand- 
ing service are no longer confronting the 
Assembly’s boards and agencies.” It says, 





relief furnished U. S. armed forces in 
World War II has been introduced in 
Congress by Rep. John W. McCormack 
(D.-Mass. ). 


however, that the Council feels that in 
spite of great needs faced by the church, 
“it cannot recommend to the church a 
substantial increase in the General As- 
sembly’s budget until the church shows 
through increased giving to Assembly 
causes its willingness to support such an 
increased budget.” 

Last year’s increase in giving to As- 
sembly’s causes was 8% over the pre- 
vious year, but the total of $6,693,172 
was only 75% of the Assembly-approved 
budget. The scale of giving has not yet 
reached the 20% increase voted by the 
Assembly of 1957. 

The detailed budget recommended for 
presentation to the Assembly is as fol- 
lows: (See next page) 








Board of World Missions $4,530,000 


Board of Church Extension 1,823,644 
Board of Christian Education 889,985 
Board of Annuities and Relief 508,780 
General Fund Agencies: 1,401,050 
Board of Women’s 
Work $181,200 
The General Council 235,200 
Assembly’s Training 
School 223,800 
Mountain Retreat 
Association 180,000 
Committee on TV, 
Radio, Audio- 
Visuals 200,000 
Stillman College 244,800 
Historical Foundation 40,000 
American Bible 
Society 48,500 
Presbyterian 
Foundation 49,000 
Administrative 
Expense 7,500 
Interchurch Agencies: 23,595 
National Council 10,200 
World Council 8,295 
Geneva Building 2,100 
Lord’s Day Alliance 1,000 
Religion in American 
Life 2,000 
Total Budget $9,186,054 


In another action the General Council 
voted to recommend to the Assembly that 
1963 be set aside for the beginning of an 
Assembly-wide campaign to secure capi- 
tal funds for its boards and agencies, 
with the definite goals of the campaign 
being set in 1961. This action followed 
a study by a sub-committee and consul- 
tations with executives of all the agen- 
cies. 

The General Council will call the at- 
tention of the Assembly to the addition 
of $164,000 to the General Fund budget 
for radio, television and audio-visuals 
for the current year. With nine other 
agencies in this grouping (Women’s 
Work, Stillman College, etc.), unless the 
General Fund reaches all or nearly all 
its full amount of askings, vital service 
agencies will be seriously curtailed in 
their operations. 

Supplementary offerings are recom- 
mended for four boards of the Assembly 
“which are all facing unprecedented op- 
portunities for service to the church in a 
special way during 1960.” These are 
the Boards of Christian Education, An- 
nuities and Relief, World Missions, and 
Church Extension. 

The General Council will recommend 
for 1963 a churchwide emphasis on ‘‘Our 
Unity in Christ.” Emphasis has also 
been placed on the December 27-30, 
1960, date for the seventh quadriennial 
youth convention on World Missions. 

In connection with the theme, “Our 
Unity in Christ,” the General Council 
recommended these objectives: 

“To encourage the individual members 
of local congregations in our church to 
see themselves bound together in worship 


and sacrament as members of the Body 
of Christ. 

“To help the people of our denomina- 
tion understand that our oneness in 
Christ places upon us an imperative to 
accept our unity with other members of 
the Body of Christ, mindful of the variety 
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of our backgrounds, the heritage of our 
Reformed faith and the unique contribu- 
tions which each part makes. 

“To lead the members of our denomina- 
tion to accept the mission of the church, 
thereby demonstrating the unity which 
belongs to those who participate in this 
mission.” 

Following an Assembly-ordered study 
of the method of financial support of 
The Presbyterian Survey, the General 
Council recommends that this support 
be continued as at present, with boards 
and agencies assuming a proportionate 
share of the deficit. 

A study of auditing and accounting 
and other matters related to agency rec- 
ords precipitated by an overtuge from the 
Synod of Texas is being made by the 
accounting firm of Ernst & Ernst, with a 
final report expected next year. 


World Meeting Planned 
On Birth Control 


New YorkK (rNS)—An international 
Protestant conference on “The Popula- 
tion Problem and Responsible Parent- 
hood” will be held at Oxford, England, 
April 13-15 at the request of the World 
Council of Churches and the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council. 

Plans for the meeting were revealed 
here by Richard M. Fagley of New York, 
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executive secretary of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, 
who will serve as conference secretary, 
The commission is a joint agency of the 
WCC and IMC. 

Calling the population explosion “‘the 
chief enemy of free society in the world 
today,” Dr. Fagley said there is no real 
answer to the problem unless “‘it includes 
a slowing down of the explosion itself 
through birth control.” 

“General development, larger food 
supplies and migration can alleviate the 
problem, but they don’t solve it,” he de- 
clared. “In densely populated countries 
such as India, Indonesia, Egypt and 
China, development efforts seem to be 
doomed unless birth rates can be brought 
into greater harmony with falling death 
rates.” 

Dr. Fagley noted that United Nations 
and governmental agencies hesitate to 
raise the issue of artificial birth control 
to slow down the population growth be- 
cause the problem is controversial and 
would arouse the opposition of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church whose traditional 
stand is against the use of contraceptives. 

He said the Oxford conference will 
therefore seek to provide a Protestant 
theological and ethical alternative to the 
position of the Catholic Church. 


“IF IT WERE NOT SO" 


By EDWIN T. DAHLBERG 


HEN ON THE last evening be- 
fore his crucifixion Jesus spoke 
about the many rooms in our Father’s 
house he added these significant words: 


“If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for 
you?” 


This makes it clear that Jesus had 
thought through all the possibilities of 
skepticism and unbelief as well as of 
faith. What he was saying to the dis- 
ciples in effect was this: 

“If there were no life after death I 
would have said so.” 

Any religion that is realistic must 
reckon with doubt as well as with con- 
viction. Christ was intellectually hon- 
est. So was the Apostle Paul. They did 
not subscribe to the rosy ideas that “there 
is no death” or that “death comes as a 
friend.” 

It may well be that death comes as a 
friend after someone has gone through 
years of agonizing cancer or helpless old 
age. But Paul struck a responsive chord 
in the heart of humanity when he said 
that death is an enemy. He wrote to the 
Corinthians in his famous chapter on the 
resurrection, ““The last enemy to be de- 
stroved is death.” (1 Corinthians 15: 
26.) 

Why should we not be as truthful as 


the Word of God? Death is an enemy. 
Cover it up with wreaths and flowers 
as we will, it still robs us of the dearest 
relationships of life. It blots out our joy. 
It makes cowards of us, too, so that we 
sell our souls and compromise our finest 
ideals in the vain effort to protect our- 
selves from oblivion. It is the stone cur- 
tain between ourselves and God, between 
the living on earth and the living in the 
Great Beyond. 

We should resist death with all our 
power. We should put up a fight to the 
finish against everything that causes 
death, whether it be ignorance, supersti- 
tion, poverty, disease, drunkenness, war, 
famine, or religious unbelief. Death can 
never have the last word. It may be the 
last enemy. But it has been destroyed. 
Christ has destroyed it by the power of 
his love. Life and immortality have been 
brought to light through him. He has 
shattered the stone curtain forever, and 
disclosed the splendor of Eternity. 

This is the Easter message, and the 
hope of the Christian. Ultimately it is 
the onlv hope of civilization—a civiliza- 
tion which must choose between death 
and resurrection if it is to be what God 
willed it to be. 


DR. DAHLBERG is pastor of the Delmar Bap- 
tist Church, St. Louis, Mo., and president of 
the National Council of Churches. 
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Christian Action: The 
Ministry of Reconciliation 


HRISTIAN RELATIONS is Chris- 
tian action being communicated in 
a ministry of reconciliation. Christian 
action itself, however, is not merely a 
Christian’s incidental interest in public 
affairs and community problems. Nor 
is Christian action simply use of the 
Christian community as an instrument 
to effect the semblance of Christian ideals 
in the secular society. Rather, Christian 
action is a primary and essential factor 
in the Christian activity of communicat- 
ing to all men the whole message of the 
Gospel. It is evangelism. It seeks not 
so much to prove a debatable point as 
it seeks to prove the actuality of the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit. Its responsibility is to display 
in Christian realism the Kingdom of God 
in Christ. Its work is to fulfill in human 
personality those divine characterizations 
which establish the community in Christ 
as the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world. Christian action is the vital 
center of Christian relations, as each 
Christian, invested by God with ambas- 
sadorial status, works to reveal the right- 
eousness of God in a ministry of recon- 
ciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). 
Individuals, churches, families, eco- 
nomic groups, races and nations are af- 
flicted with misunderstandings, tensions 
and conflicts which threaten chaos. In 
many areas Christian action is paralyzed 
because avenues of communication have 
been blocked. How can we, as a Chris- 
tian Church and as individuals, help to 
reopen such avenues of communication 
so that the ministry of reconciliation may 
be more effective? How can we echo the 
harmony that is our wholeness in Christ 
our Lord? 


1. Christian Harmony within the 
Individual 


A basis for harmony is within our in- 
dividual selves. It is only as we are in 
harmony with God through the recon- 
ciliation which is God’s grace to us in 
Christ that we can have true harmony 
within ourselves and with our fellowman. 
To enlarge this area of redemption with- 
out ourselves, we must be willing to allow 
the Holy Spirit to shape our attitudes and 
our acts. As in greater degree we become 
aware of the love of God, we develop an 
ever-increasing concern and love for our 
fellowman. We find that this love begins 
to overcome hate and to diminish the dis- 
cord which tortures our own lives and 
the lives of others. This is a progressive 
process. The evidences of God’s free 
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grace to us in our sanctification become a 
visible reality of our existence. 

Another basis for harmony is in the 
knowledge that other persons need help 
just as we do, and help of the same kind. 
We are impressed by the truth that the 
human race is one, and we are able to 
listen to the other person in a spirit of 
humility. Desiring to help another per- 
son, we realize that we must put ourselves 
in his place. So often it is said of Jesus 
that he “had compassion of them.” As 
we follow Christ in his compassion, we 
become effective instruments for bringing 
about harmony in life around us. This 
is indeed part of our mission as Chris- 
tians upon earth, and it is a work of ut- 
most urgency in our time. 


11. Christian Harmony in the Church 


Just as confession of sins and repent- 
ance make for the restoration of harmony 
with God and with his neighbor in the 
life of the individual, so must the church 
confess its sins and offer fruits of re- 
pentance if it is to be regarded as being 
in harmony with God, and if it is to 
speak redemptively to men. Yet there is 
evidence in our church of forces that 
are out of harmony with the reconciling 
work and purpose of God. There are 
champions and adherents of particular 
schools of theological emphasis, each be- 
lieving in its own exclusive correctness, 
and looking askance, if not to say with 
condemnation, upon others who differ 
with them. There are eddies and swirls 
of communities of opinion that hinder 
the even flow of the church’s resources 
in its witness. There are strained rela- 
tionships between clergy and laity, as 
each pole of opinion seeks support across 
the church. Especially is there such ten- 
sion in areas where ministers are out- 
spoken in their convictions concerning 
vital issues of the day. Congregations 
within the same community sometimes 
manifest a determined rivalry that ac- 
cuses their Christian charity and ethics. 
There are attitudes toward other denom- 
inational groups, especially toward those 
often slightingly referred to as “off- 
brand” varieties of the Christian Church, 
which are unworthy of the Christian con- 
cept of the “other sheep” (John 10:16). 
Opinions in regard to debatable issues in 
the common life are raised so as to divide 
the church and to turn men away from 
their brethren in the household of faith. 
The congregation itself is used as a 
captive audience. These things hinder 
the working out of a ministry of recon- 
ciliation, and seriously block avenues of 





The Presbyterian, U.S., Assem- 
bly’‘s permanent 12-member 
Committee on Christian Rela- 
tions was organized last year, 
reverting to the pattern orig- 
inally followed by its prede- 
cessor Committee on Moral 
and Social Welfare. President 
Frank H. Caldwell of Louisville 
Seminary is the chairman. 











communication, even within the church, 
that might be used to establish more 
firmly and clearly the church’s faith and 
life. Our church is a free society in ac- 
cordance with its Standards of Faith and 
Book of Church Order. And we rejoice 
that “God alone is Lord of the con- 
science” (Confession of Faith, XX, IT). 
But we must heed the word of St. Paul 
lest we bite and devour one another, 
using our liberty as an opportunity for 
the flesh (Galatians 5:13-15). 

To ourselves as a church, therefore, we 
must point out avenues of communica- 
tion that lead to Christian harmony. To 
that end there should be a renewed em- 
phasis upon the realization of our essen- 
tial oneness in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
In coming to the truth in debatable is- 
sues, controversy is inevitable. Even as 
we agree to disagree, however, we must 
seek to understand the positions of oth- 
ers, giving them credit for the same in- 
tegrity, sincerity and devotion that we 
claim for ourselves. Let us take advan- 
tage of every opportunity to share views 
with others, so that we might reach an 
understanding of the issues upon which 
we differ. Free speech and expression of 
conviction should never be curbed or 
stifled, even as we bear in mind that it 
is our Christian duty to speak the truth 
in love. We are to keep ever before us 
the demeanor that characterizes us as 
Christians: ‘Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 
4:32). 

Let us pray with and for those who 
differ with us, realizing that we can 
hold no lasting enmity toward those for 
whom and with whom we go’ with the 
same integrity in Christ to the throne of 
grace in prayer. In our attitudes toward 
others in the church, which is Christ’s 
Body even as he is its Head, let us try 
to highlight the good and to emphasize 
the virtues that build the church (Ephe- 
sians 4:15-11). Let us take seriously the 
more excellent way (1 Corinthians 13). 
Let our ministry be a demonstration of 
the grace of God working in us (Romans 
12). So shall we be a medium of light, 
communicating the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion to all men for the glory of God 
(Matthew 4:16). 


lll. Christian Harmony in Family 
Life 


The dispositions we acquire in Chris- 
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tian family life, the habits we form, will 
determine our relationshp with the world 
at large, and with all peoples of the 
world. It is in the total activity of a 
Christian family that we first get hold 
of Christian action as a practical exer- 
cise in Christian relations. The Chris- 
tian family, however, does not exist for 
its own sake, nor is it an institution by 
itself. The Christian family exists for 
the sake of Christ’s church, and the 
church itself is the larger pattern for the 
family. St. Paul urges the analogy of 
family relationships as a means for our 
understanding the nature of the Christian 
community, the household of God (Ephe- 
sians 2:13-22, 5:21-33). Yet there is 
distress in our country at the appalling 
number of unhappy families. Certainly 
the divorce rate in our country dishonors 
our Christian heritages. What, then, are 
some of the practical ways by which we 
can establish and restore harmony in 
family? 


1. Communicate with God 

We can begin each day with family 
prayers. We can pray that God’s will 
be done in whatever tasks we undertake, 
or whatever problems we try to solve. 
As we read the Scriptures we can discuss 
their meaning, allowing each member of 
the family to participate. For example, 
Christian love, as described in 1 Corin- 
thians 13:3-7, could be the basis for a 
soul-searching discussion. It is in the 
immediate matters of family life that 
we must examine ourselves, to see whether 
we are holding to the faith that works 
in love. This is where we prove our hope 
of righteousness. 


2. Communicate with every mem- 
ber of the family 

In the mutual concern for one an- 
other’s welfare in Christ, we are in a 
mood to minister lovingly the reconcilia- 
tion that merges our lives in Christian 
harmony. In order to communicate with 
another person we must respect his per- 
sonality. In this way we help him to de- 
velop the talents God particularly gave 
him. Each member of the family should 
be made to feel that he is accepted in 
his family and is appreciated for what 
he is. Even the weaknesses of family 
members should be regarded humbly and 
sympathetically. All must be done so 
as to edify. Parents must take their teach- 
ing responsibility seriously. Parents 
must strive to keep their lives in harmony 
with what they teach their children. 
Children are quick to note the inconsis- 
tency of an idolatrous attitude toward 
money, ‘status, possessions, on the part of 
parents who speak to them of Christ’s 
command to seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness. 

By whatever means we communicate 
with one another in our families, the 
necessary vitality of these communica- 
tions is Christian love. And this is not 
a vague and romantic sentimentalism, 


6 


but is our way of growing together into 
a holy temple in the Lord. 


IV. Christian Harmony in Race Re- 
lations 


It is generally observed that race rela- 
tions have changed in recent years. Es- 
trangement between the two races prin- 
cipally involved is quite evident, with 
varying degrees of intensity. In some 
cases the exchange of friendly relations 
in public, or attendance at interracial 
meetings, reaches the extreme of bringing 
under suspicion those who do so, while 
some organizations, formerly dedicated 
to the improvement of race relations, have 
seriously curtailed their activities from 
fear of reprisals of one kind or another. 
Many people recall nostalgically what 
formerly appeared to be good racial re- 
lations, overlooking the fact that pre- 
viously existing relationships were far 
from satisfactory to a large part of the 
population, and were especially disheart- 
ening to the Negro. 

It is increasingly evident that the civil 
courts do not provide an adequate answer 
to this social problem. The estrangement, 
however, that results from litigation be- 
comes as much the concern of church 
people as were the occasions that pro- 
voked it. The Christian community in its 
testimony in behalf of justice and fair- 
ness to all people certainly cannot with- 
out shame lag behind the efforts of secu- 
lar agencies in behalf of these goals. 
And since it is apparent that the atti- 
tudes and actions of extreme groups re- 
sult in divisions of our society into 
hostile factions, the Christian community 
is challenged by these hostilities to in- 
tensify its efforts toward effecting peace 
in Christ’s name among men, through 
a ministry of reconciliation that is the 
thrust of its gospel. 

To this end Christians must be dedi- 
cated by the very liberty that is theirs in 
Christ to keeping safe the freedom of 
the two peoples to meet voluntarily in 
unhampered assembly and genuine fel- 
lowship. In order that we may be more 
effective witnesses to the community as 
a whole, our own reconciling efforts in 
interracial affairs must assume tangible 
reality within the life of the church it- 
self. And as strong measures are con- 
certed to assure full opportunity for de- 
veloping the Negro in society, in like 
proportion are responsibility and obliga- 
tion laid upon the Negro himself to 
assume his full role in the whole life of 
the community. Community agencies 
which now suffer from lack of his quali- 
fied assistance, such as planning com- 
mittees, hospital boards, welfare and 
other social betterment commissions, could 
rightfully expect responsible perform- 
ance from Negro citizens as they do from 
white citizens. Surely it should be the 
Christian’s zeal to show forth the excel- 
lence of the power of God for righteous- 
ness in the affairs of men. 


V. Christian Harmony between Lo- 
bor and Management 


Even as our Lord was concerned sig- 
nificantly in his ministry with the mis- 
directions of men arising out of their 
economic interests, so those who bear his 
name, who make up the Christian com- 
munity, the church, must seek to hold 
open the lines of communication for 
Christian action in the areas of tension 
between labor and management. Of 
course the church has no special com- 
petence in matters of wages, hours, pen- 
sions, quality of work and, therefore, 
puts aside attitudes of arrogance and 
censure. The church confesses that it 
has itself left undone those things which 
it ought to have done, and that it has 
done those things which it ought not 
to have done. At the same time, how- 
ever, the church does know something 
of the will of God as it concerns 
human nature and human relation- 
ships. Out of its own experience of God’s 
grace the church assuredly knows that 
the mind of Christ is alone the disposi- 
tion that makes for peace and the ful- 
filling of the proper destinies of men. 
To come upon this mind of Christ as the 
working principle of Christian action, 
there must be full recognition on the 
part of labor and management of the 
absolute practicality of Christian ethics. 
The apostle Paul speaks to us in these 
matters when he says, “Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others” (Philip- 
pians 2:4). 

Our church has manifested an increas- 
ing zeal to involve itself through evan- 
gelism and church extension in industrial 
neighborhoods. As our culture moves 
into ways of living characteristic of an 
advanced industrial era, we must study 
seriously the means within our ministry 
to effect just and redemptive relationships 
between management and labor. 

The means for such relationships could 
manifest themselves in many ways, but 
in every case should speak to labor that 
a job is a vocational trust from God, and 
in the same manner should speak to 
management that the manipulation of 
men and materials for economic gain is 
a trust from God, a stewardship of God’s 
possessions and people. Labor, as a mil- 
itant force, should be reminded that its 
purpose is to rectify inequality and un- 
fairness to people—not to destroy indus- 
try by condoning less for more. Man- 
agement, as a governing force, should 
be called upon to manage fairly for all 
concerned, to stockholders, customers and 
employees alike, and not to be a force 
only for the few. The church must call 
upon people in labor and management 
who are Christians to exert this Christian 
influence upon the whole; to be the leav- 
ening, so that basic principles are not 
compromised by economics or desire for 
personal gain at the expense of others. 
Reconciliation is love manifest, in this 
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area as in all areas. 
VI. Harmony in World Relations 

Christian people are and should be 
especially sensitive to areas of tension 
in world relations. This is God’s world. 
It is in this world that the Christian 
movement has its enterprise. In his re- 
deeming person and work our Lord 
Christ became a part of our world’s hu- 
manity and history, and so was and 
continues to be identified with this world 
and its destiny as God works out his 
purposes with men. This does not make 
the church an authority on international 
affairs. But the church has been com- 
missioned by God to exert Christian ac- 
tion in world relations. The gospel in 
the ministry of reconciliation is univer- 
sal in the scope of its pertinence. So 
we have work to do. 

The Christian community must keep 
constantly in mind that it is a people on 
the earth to work for peace in Christ’s 
name. For its efforts the church has a 
message which not only is needed by the 
world for survival, but which is also the 
instrument of its peace. Communications 
between the peoples of the earth are pos- 
sible ordinarily only when the nations 
are not beset by wars. So the church 
must encourage every conversation that 
has even the remotest possibility of turn- 
ing out toward peace. And while the 
lines of communication are open, the 
church’s prayers and Christian love are 
working within the providence of God 
to order the affairs of men. 

The Christian community must pray 
continuously for the whole world. It 
must pray especially for those in posi- 
tions of authority, leadership and in- 
fluence. But the church must pray for 
all men. And as the church prays it must 
extend its prayers by strengthening its 
missionary efforts. The church must see 
that the minister of the gospel of the love 
of God is the absolutely key man in the 
total strategy for peace and goodwill. 
So God is pleased to shame the wise by 
choosing what is weak in the world to 
reveal his power. The Christian com- 
munity must have a passion for its own 
importance in God’s hands. 

There are many other persons of the 
Christian community who are traveling 
in other lands and who should bear in 
mind that they too are representatives of 
Jesus Christ. Besides the seasonal tour- 
ist there are those in diplomatic service, 
in military installations, or in industry, 
Churches should be careful to stay in 
contact with their members living in for- 
eign lands. Classes might be organized 
for those going abroad so that in their 
relations with other people they might 
be alert in respect to the best means of 
effective witness. 

Of great opportunity for communicat- 
ing Christian harmony in world relations 
is the constant visitation of students. 
Chrstians should cultivate goodwill with 
these students so as to enlarge the in- 
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fluence of Christian concern for all peo- 
ples of the earth. God grant that we may 
all look carefully how we walk, not as 
unwise men but as wise, making the most 
of the time, because the days are evil 
(Ephesians 5:15). 


Recommendations 

1. That this report be approved and 
commended for study in the churches. 

2. That the office of the General Assem- 
bly send copies of this report to all min- 
isters, sessions and directors of Chris- 
tian education, and that a supply be made 
available for use by the Division of Chris- 
tian Action as opportunity is afforded. 

3. That sessions and congregations be 
urged to encourage and uphold their pas- 
tor in the exercise of his prophetic office, 
as he proclaims the gospel with boldness, 
yet with godly discretion. 

4. That sessions be urged to give leader- 
ship in helping the congregations to un- 
derstand the nature and mission of the 
church, with special reference to the min- 
istry of reconciliation. 

5. That pastors and laymen, women and 
young people, conference groups and edu- 
cational institutions be warmly com- 
mended and encouraged in their efforts 
to provide opportunities for freedom of 
discussion around the conference table. 

6. That sessions be urged to cooperate 
in bringing together small groups of per- 
sons with differing points of view and rep- 
resenting different racial and cultural 
backgrounds for the purpose of under- 
standing one another and discovering the 
Christian solution to community prob- 
lems. 

7. That individual «members of the 
churches be reminded of their responsi- 
bility in taking the initiative in trying 
to solve difficult problems in troubled com- 
munities. 


SEES LOSS OF 
SOCIAL CONCERN 


TorRoNTO (RNS)—Churches of North 
America “have lost much of their social 
concern,” Dean Liston Pope of the Yale 
Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., said 
here. 

He told the annual meeting of the 
Board of Evangelism and Social Service 
of the United Church of Canada that, in 
contrast, the churches of Europe, Asia 
and Africa are talking and acting in 
terms reminiscent of the old social gospel 
movement in the U.S. 

Statements issued by ecumenical as- 
semblies from Edinburgh in 1910 to 
Evanston in 1954 were imbued with “a 
notable spirit of social responsibility,” 
he said. 

“Meanwhile,” he said, “the churches 
and ministers and theological students 
in America have lost much of their 
social concern, though no such generali- 
zation can apply to them all.” 

Social action agencies in nearly every 
major denomination and interdenomina- 
tional body are the outgrowth of the so- 
cial gospel movement, Dr. Pope said. 

Today, he said, the ecumenical move- 
ment is in many respects the successor 
to the social gospel movement, as it has 
a strong sense of Christian social respon- 
sibility and racial justice. 


MOSCOW ASKS: ARE 
AMERICANS CHRISTIAN? 


Moscow (RNS)—The Moscow Radio, 
in an English-language broadcast com- 
menting on racial discrimination in the 
United States, asked its foreign listen- 
ers: “Are Americans true Christians?” 

The station asked its hearers to write 
in stating whether they considered there 
is “a glaring contradiction between 
Christ’s teaching that all men are equal 
and the present situation of racial dis- 
crimination in America.” 

It said it made its request in connection 
with a survey published last February in 
the U. S. News and World Report which 
disclosed, it stated, that only 12 per cent 
of Congregational Christian Churches in 
American cities with predominantly 
white membership admit Negroes. 

(The reference was to a survey conduct- 
ed among 1,054 city congregations of the 
more than 5,500 Congregational churches 
in the United States. It showed that 27 
per cent of metropolitan churches were 
racially inclusive, of which 12.1 had ac- 
cepted Negro members and another 12.1 
had received other minority group mem- 
bers, but no Negroes. 

(In releasing results of the study, the 
Congregational Board of Home Missions 
pledged financial support to any congre- 
gation or group whose treasuries are 
jeopardized by their efforts to integrate.) 

“The survey shows,” the Moscow Ra- 
dio commented “that segregation in pub- 
lic transport, education, hotels and res- 
taurants has been extended into the very 
house of God. 

“Our listeners will recall that Jesus 
Christ said that all men are equal. One 
is struck by the glaring contradiction be- 
tween the teaching of Christ and the situ- 
ation prevailing in contemporary Ameri- 


ca. What do you think of this? Do let us 
know your views.” 


Protestant Group Hits 
Tighter Movie Censorship 


NEw YorkK (RNS)—Mrs. Jesse M. 
Bader of New York, national chairman 
of the Protestant Motion Picture Coun- 
cil, was among those testifying here 
against five bills which would strengthen 
the powers of the State Education De- 
partment’s film division which now li- 
censes films. 


She told a state legislative committee 
that the church-related film council is 
opposed to censorship of movies or any 
other form of mass communication “be- 
cause primarily we regard it as a viola- 
tion of our basic Constitutional rights.” 

“Tf applied to one medium of mass 
communication it could be logically ex- 
tended to others,” she said. “Motion pic- 
ture censorship is wrong in principle, dif- 
ficult in practice and self-defeating in 
effect.” 

The measures were sponsored by the 
Joint Legislative Committee to Study the 
Publication and Dissemination of Of- 
fensive and Obscene Material. 
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EDITORIAL 
The 3/4 Rule 


In discussions of the re-written Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Book of Church Order, 
questions have been raised about the re- 
quirement of a three-fourths vote before 
some fundamental changes are made— 
instead of, as in most Presbyterian bodies 
around the world, by a majority or two- 
thirds vote. 

Most people think the stringent re- 
quirement in regard to a vote on organic 
union was written into the Southern 
Church’s constitution in the heat of civil 
strife so as to make sure that no precip- 
itate action could be taken. But this 
provision was not adopted in the 1860s— 
not even in the 19th century. It is a 
20th century addition—1913-14, to be 
exact. 














This was added in a strange but in- 
teresting manner. In 1913 three Presby- 
terian Assemblies held simultaneous ses- 
sions in Atlanta—in an atmosphere of 
goodwill and friendliness. Talk of union 
with the United Presbyterians was in 
the air. A definite plan of union was 
under consideration. When possible union 
with the USA Church was mentioned, 
it was calmly suggested that this be set 
aside until the results of the U. P. merger 
could be dealt with. 

When the U. S. Assembly convened it 
found two overtures before it—from Lex- 
ington and Winchester Presbyteries in 
Virginia—asking that the condition of 
ratification of organic union be changed 
from the simple majority of presbyteries 
then required to a three-fourth majority. 
The standing committee thought well of 
it and recommended favorably. The As- 
sembly seems to have voted promptly, 
without discussion, and unanimously in 
favor of it. It was sent to the presyteries 
on their approval. 

The vote in the presbyteries was highly 
interesting. It would seem that such a 
far-reaching requirement should be en- 
acted under the same requirement which 
it proposed, but the favoring vote re- 
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ported to the 1914 Assembly was some- 
what less than three-fourths. The pres- 
byteries voted: 62 for, 12 against, with 
15 not voting. If three-fourths had been 
necessary, the effort would have failed. 
Looking back on this hand-cuffing 
step, we may wonder why, with a simple 
majority required, the procedure was not 
made even more stringent, as it could 
have been. Why not require 90% or 
even 100%? That would have made cer- 
tain that no change could be brought 
about. As it is, little change can be 
effected now where there is any real dif- 
ference of opinion. This is a straight- 
jacket that can forever impede necessary 
steps and permit a handful of objectors 
to rule. It is a mockery of democratic 


procedure, but where is the remedy for 
it? 

No one may sensibly plead for easy 
change. Every thoughtful person wants 
significant steps taken only when there 
is overwhelming approval—more than a 
bare majority—but no sensitive person 
should want the dead hand of long-past 
remembrances to determine what can be 
done today. Every code of sportsmanship 
and fairplay would denounce such pro- 
cedure. 

There will be no relief from this grind- 
ing restriction until the conscience and 
sense of fairness of Southern Presbyte- 
rian churchmen set it right—beyond any 
concern for specific measures that may 
be proposed. 





| AM EASTER. 
| am the spirit of the risen Lord. 


ficed his Son for man. 


land. 
| AM EASTER. 


| AM EASTER. 


| am not a time of the tomb, 


creations called men. 


| AM EASTER. 


But | am not forgotten. 


FOR | BELIEVE, 
that man... 
cross. 


hands .. 
| AM EASTER. 


And | am glad. 


J Am aster 


By V. NEIL WYRICK, Jr. 


| am the quiet hush of reverence before the love of a God who sacri- 


| am the message of eternity proclaimed from pulpits throughout the 


| am that strange force that swells church attendance and momentar- 
ily swells the languid faith of men. 

| am like the sun of early morn sweeping away the dark of doubt. 

| am the truth of God’s promise now celebrated more than 1900 times. 


but rather the reviving cheer of the resurrection. 
| am the glad cry that the valley of the shadow of death is a passage- 
way and not a dead-end street. 
| am a balm to the wound of the widow. 
| am an ambassador for the Great Physician as | give hope to the sick. 
Without me, life becomes a tale told by 600 million protoplasmic 


With me, life becomes a destiny lived by 600 million souls! 


| suffer from frail jokes about Easter bonnets. 
| am trampled upon by Easter bunnies hop-hop-hopping down the trail. 
| walk a thin line sometimes between holiday . . . and holy day. 


My true meaning is not obscured even in this. 
And | do not believe that my optimism is a drug to my logic as | ex- 
press my faith of mankind's faith in what | really am. 


with all his propensity for the crass does not forget the 


And that, for all his building, cannot forget the house not made with 
. which is promised to him. 


Long have | watched my celebration; 
in simple country church with quiet dignity, 
in great cathedral with much pomp and pageantry. 


For while the mistakes of men concerning my day are many; 
they do not cause me half so much pain as would be felt 
. . were they to forget me completely. 








MR. WYRICK is minister of the Palmetto church, Miami, Fla. 
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MOST LAYMEN ARE WOMEN 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Help those women.” — Philippians 
4:3. 

CERTAIN COMMITTEE of 

which this writer was a member 
was contemplating some possible study 
groups in the church, which were to run 
for two weeks each. The writer felt 
dubious about the scheme, on the ground 
that with a two-week period necessary, 
these groups would be almost bound to 
consist chiefly of ministers, whereas lay- 
men were needed just as much. A min- 
ister might find it hard to get away for 
two weeks, though it would mean only 
one Sunday’s absence from his pulpit. 
But it would be a rare layman in his 
active years who could afford, or be per- 
mitted, to take so long a time except on 
his vacation. 

This doubt was expressed, but prompt- 
ly squelched by a distinguished lady 
member of the committee. We are prop- 
erly set back in our place by her simple 
observation: ‘‘You must remember, most 
laymen are women.” 

Well, so they are, among Presbyterians 
anyhow. At last accounts we ran about 
3/4 women to 1/4 men. And yet such 
is the weight of tradition in this man’s 
world, that the very word “layman” sug- 
gests ‘‘man’”’—to a man! Webster’s dic- 
tionary makes no distinction of sex here; 
a layman is just a person who is not one 
of the clergy. In the Southern Presbyte- 
rian denomination we have the odd situ- 
ation of a male-officered church with a 
predominantly female membership. 

HAT, HOWEVER, is not the point. 

The point is that the lady was right; 
most laymen are women. We men ought 
to remember this more regularly than 
we do. For example, there has appeared 
a good series of small books called the 
Layman’s Theological Library; but those 
which this writer has read seem intended 
for men, not for women. There is being 
projected by the U.S. Church a Layman’s 
Commentary on the Bible, in some 25 
volumes. Will the writers who have not 
yet turned in their manuscripts please 
remember that most of their readers will 
be women, not men? Our Sunday school 
literature, at the adult level, keeps this 
in mind better than most theologians do. 
So do preachers, for the good ones always 
maintain rapport with the women of the 
congregation. But writers of theology 
don’t always appear so thoughtful. In 
reading a well-known work by a notable 
European theologian, one is struck by 
his forcefulness, originality and clarity; 
but also with his extreme harshness. At 
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the end of chapter after chapter, one is 
brought up short with the thought: What 
is there here for children? What is there 
that even faintly reminds one of the 
words, “Suffer the little children—’’? 

Rather more important than the matter 
of church literature is the problem of 
service in the church. This is not a de- 
fense of women elders. What I mean 
to say is that within our system of tradi- 
tional all-male governing bodies, there 
may be more room for the service of 
women than some of us think. This has 
been recognized at the Assembly level, 
to some degree. Women occupy posts on 
Boards of the church, and hold them not 
by grace of chivalry on some executive’s 
part but by their own merit. Women rep- 
resent our church in the National Coun- 
cil of Churches and in the World Coun- 
cil and the World Alliance of Presby- 
terian Churches. 

But where are the committee-women 
at the synod and presbytery levels? We 
see something more of them at congre- 
gational level, but even there there is a 
great deal of talent unused. Every pres- 
bytery meeting your correspondent ever 
attended included a resolution of thanks 
to the ladies—for what? Always for 
meals. The skill of Presbyterian female 
laymen in the preparation and serving 
of meals is well known. But one often 
wonders: Why not let some of them try 
their hand at something nearer the front 
door than the kitchen? What a pleasant 
sensation it would be, if a presbytery 


found cause to thank the ladies for their 
committee work during the year? 


N ALL that affects community living, 

women are at least as perceptive as 
men; and in what affects the family, they 
are more so. Considering how closely the 
church is concerned both ways, it is a 
wonder more women’s minds and gifts 
have not been used. Women with small 
children, of course, have all they can 
manage at home. But there comes a time 
in the busiest mother’s life when her 
children do not need her attention as 
they once did by day and by night. The 
average middle-class woman reaches a 
time of retirement earlier in life than her 
husband does; a time when her mind is 
still plastic, more plastic at 45 than his 
is going to be at 65. Furthermore, wom- 
en more than men are used to study. 
Notoriously, the men of the church leave 
missions study, Bible study, anything at 
all that looks like serious reading, to the 
preacher and the women and the profes- 
sors, if any. Since some problems cannot 
be even understood without some serious 
reading, the women have the advantage 
at the start, of possessing both the leisure 
and the ability to do the necessary pre- 
liminary studying. 

Separate organizations for men and 
for women in the church may well have 
their place—each sex needs refuge from 
the other, at times, and each has special 
gifts and interests. But surely in the basic 
work of the church women have not a 
whit less interest than men. It is time 
we all, especially the men, discovered 
that “laymen” does not necessarily mean 
‘Jay-he-man”’! 








It matters 
to Me! 


I'm just an average church mem- 
ber. | don’t teach in the Sunday 
school, but | know it makes a 
difference to me—to the entire 
church—what happens in our 
church’s educational program. 
It’s important for children to be 
brought up in the faith—for 
youth to be challenged by a vi- 
tal religious experience. And it’s 
essential for adults to keep on 
studying and growing spiritual- 
ly, too. Our church can only be 
His church if we all follow after 
our Saviour and learn from Him 
as His disciples did. Our church 
needs the best educational pro- 
gram we can provide. 


Our Presbyterian literature provides a sound basis 
for a vital educational ministry in the local church. 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e¢ For my Lenten reading I 
have been using Saint Ignatius Loyola’s 
Spiritual Exercises, with its magnificent 
opening sentence: “Man was created for 
a certain end. This end is to praise, to 
reverence, and to serve the Lord his God, 
and by this means to arrive at eternal 
salvation.” Presbyterians will be quick 
to note the likeness here to the opening 
of the Shorter Catechism: ‘What is the 
chief end of man? The chief end of man 
is to glorify God and to enjoy him for 
ever.” Both Catholic and Calvinist con- 
front the same all-important question and 
face it squarely. We may not agree in 
toto with either answer, but at least we 
are challenged to provide our own equally 
forthright alternative! 


TUESDAY @ When the taxi-driver, a 
fat jolly man with a fast-moving tongue, 
discovered that I was preacher, he im- 
mediately plunged into a theological ar- 
gument. He asked me if I’d read H. G. 
Wells’ Outline of History, and did I 
think there was any evidence for life- 
after-death, and could I prove that God 
existed? He was intrigued when I ig- 
nored all these questions and asked him 
whether he thought there was any mean- 
ing in life—his own life in particular. 
When I left his cab we exchanged ad- 


dresses; he has half-promised to come 
and hear me preach. We shall see. 


WEDNESDAY ¢ Today I had to fill in 
a questionnaire sent me by denomina- 
tional headquarters concerning one of 
my students. It listed more than fifty 
questions, about his preaching ability, his 
theology, his tact, his health, his financial 
soundness. Fortunately, most of the ques- 
tions could be answered with a tick— 
or could they? By the time I was through 
I was quite convinced of the futility of 
the whole procedure. What sort of a pic- 
ture can such a questionnaire give? And 
is it fair to the man to be followed round 
for the rest of his life by this wholly 
subjective case-history? If I were a stu- 
dent, I’d agitate till this nonsense is 
dropped. 


THURSDAY e¢ In a recent book of es- 
says in honor of Paul Tillich I note the 
following sentence. “When Paul Til- 
lich preaches a sermon, he violates all the 
rules of homiletics, but the audience is 
spellbound, carried with compelling force 
into a stream of thought.” It makes me 
wonder what the author has in mind when 
he uses the word “homiletics”; if by 
breaking all its rules a man nevertheless 
preaches convincingly and powerfully, is 
there any point in keeping them? Is the 
subject worth attending to? 

FRIDAY @ One of the things that 
frightens me about American church-life 
is that it seems to have become “big busi- 
ness.” But when religion becomes big 


business it can’t afford to make any mis. 
takes. With so much “plant,” finance, 
prestige, at stake, it dare not imperil its 
existence, and so becomes careful of 
making experiments. It is sorely tempted 
to stick to the tried path, the sure-fire 
formula. I may be wrong about this; | 
wish someone would re-assure me. 


SATURDAY ¢ Phyllis—that’s my wife 
—has been presented with a copy of 
Joyce Cary’s new novel, The Captive and 
the Free. Cary is one of the few Protes- 
tant novelists of the English speaking 
world; Protestant but not puritanical; 
Protestant in the sense that he really be- 
lieves in the free spirit of man seeking 
to make its own unique response to the 
spirit of God. I gather from a prelim- 
inary dip into this last novel that the 
characters are divided into the free spirits 
who make this individual response with- 
out reference to other people’s opinions, 
and the captive souls who feel compelled 
to accept standards and opinions imposed 
upon them by society. This is very like 
the theme of Boris Pasternak’s Dr. 
Zhivago. 


SUNDAY e¢ Dr. Joseph Parker of the 
City Temple used to say that all men 
are atheists in spots. When we leave 
God out of account in some area of our 
lives, though we give lip service to him, 
we are in fact being practical atheists. 
I take it that the aim of the Christian 
life is to bring more and more of life 
under the practical Lordship of Christ. 








S.0.S. Distribution of Rice to Chinese Refugees in Hong Kong 
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U. P. USA RELIEF FOR 
CUBA IS DESIGNATED 


New York (RNS)—An allocation of 
$95,000 for Cuban relief and rehabili- 
tation was made here by the World Relief 
and Emergency Service, United Presby- 
terian Church, USA. 

The funds will be used to establish 
provisional camps for homeless children, 
start mobile health units equipped for 
assistance in devastated areas, reconstruct 
250 ruined homes of disaster victims re- 
gardless of creed in small towns of 
Oriente Province, and set up recreation 
and guidance centers for rebel soldiers. 

The Cuban Presbyterian Church will 
be in charge of distributing the funds. 


DAHLBERG: PEOPLE ARE 
STARVED FOR FRIENDS 


Cuicaco (RNS)—More people are 
starved for Christian friendliness and 
fellowship than for bread, Edwin T. 
Dahlberg of St. Louis, Mo., president 
of the National Council of Churches, de- 
clared here. 

This is especially true of people in 
large cities who are “desperately lonely,” 
he stressed. 

“Therefore we must give ourselves, our 
time, our personal interest and compas- 
sion,” he said. ‘‘We must demonstrate 
to them the truth that we find on every 
page of the New Testament—that God 
wants us and loves us.” 
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If you’re like most 
people who own 
property, you want your estate to 
take care of your family first! 
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NEXT WEEK— 
Overtures to the Atlanta Assembly, 





“We can do this,” the NCC leader 
continued, “only insofar as we personify 
within ourselves the love that was in 
Christ for every human soul, whatever 
that person’s race, color, or creed.” 

Dr. Dahlberg spoke at services in 
which Miss Pearl Rosser was inaugu- 
rated president of the Baptist Missionary 
Training School. Former executive sec. 
retary of radio and TV for the Church 
Federation of Greater Chicago, Miss 
Rosser is the school’s first alumna to be- 
come its president. 


U. S. G. A—Atlanta 


Radio-TV Committee 
Reports on Plans 

The possibility of a radio Sunday 
School of the Air and eventually of a 
television Sunday School of the Air are 
being explored by the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Assembly’s Committee on Television, 
Radio and Audio-Visuals, according to 
its report prepared for the Atlanta As- 
sembly. 

Among other possibilities mentioned in 
the report are: A television evangelistic 
series in connection with the 1961 cen- 
tennial celebration, the training of church 
leaders, instruction in the effective use 
of television, radio and audio-visuals. 

The first major step to be taken by the 
committee, however, is to secure an ex- 
ecutive secretary. It is considered pos- 
sible that the April meeting of the com- 
mittee may lead to an announcement 
about this step. 

The 1958 Assembly adopted far-reach- 
ing recommendations of an ad interim 
study looking toward a $300,000 budget 
for this purpose in 1960. 

Robert White Kirkpatrick of the facul- 
ty of Union Seminary in Virginia is 
chairman of the permanent committee. 
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You may select a friend or rela- 
tive with little or no experience 
to settle your estate 





You may employ our Trust 
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SAMUEL AS JUDGE 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for April 5, 1959 


Printed Text: 


For our lessons this quarter we return 
to the Old Testament, beginning with 
Samuel, who, next to Moses, is the most 
influential figure in the early history of 
Israel. 

If you possibly can, read I Samuel 1-7 
until you are thoroughly acquainted with 
the story: (1) the birth of Samuel, in 
answer to prayer, 1:1-20; (2) his early 
dedication to the service of God, 1:21- 
2:11; (3) the wickedness of the sons of 
Eli, 2:12-36. Remember that Eli was 
not only the High Priest, but also the 
highest civil authority in the land; (4) 
the call of Samuel to be prophet of God, 
3:1-21; (5) the terrible defeat that Is- 
rael suffered at the hands of the Philis- 
tines, 4:1-7:2. Note, that “the people 
ventured to attack the Philistines, rely- 
ing upon the ark, the symbol of God’s 
presence, as a fetish bound to give them 
the victory, and forgetting that they them- 
selves had proved disloyal to God.” The 
fact that God’s power was withdrawn 
only because of their sins is proved by 
the events of 5-6. 

Observe that 20 years passed after Is- 
rael’s collapse, and that during this 
period there was no national worship; 
Israel was under the domination of the 
Philistines and had begun to worship the 
gods of the Canaanites. Then came the 
great national revival under the leader- 
ship of Samuel, who probably for the 
whole of the 20 years had been prepar- 
ing the way. Samuel brought about a re- 
vival of religion (7:3-6), the recovery 
of independence (7:7-14), the re-estab- 
lishment of justice (7:15-18). 

Read 12:1-5. Recall that these words 
were spoken after Samuel had organized 
Israel into a kingdom, and chosen Saul 
as the first king. It is his farewell speech 
to the nation. Did Samuel boast unduly 
on this occasion ? 


. Samuel’s Preparation 

1. His Birth, 1:1-20. We read here 
how Hannah, one of the two wives of 
Elkanah, loved by him, but childless, 
asked God for a son, and how Samuél 
was born in answer to her prayer. Both 
Elkanah and Hannah had a sincere and 
genuine piety. Elkanah was truly reli- 
gious, for every year he went up to Shi- 
Ich, the religious center of the land, the 
site of the tabernacle, to worship God. 
Hannah was a pious woman, for she went 
to God with her great petition and prom- 
ised God that, if the child was born, she 
would give him unto Jehovah all the 
days of his life. When the child was 
born, she named him Samuel (Asked-of- 
God) and, as soon as she was able, kept 
her promise and dedicated him to the 
Lord. 
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1 Samuel 7:5-16 


History discloses the fact that the men 
who have greatly advanced the Kingdom 
of God have had pious mothers. Recent 
studies indicate that the men who are 
doing the most to advance the welfare 
of mankind have had praying parents. 
Consider the value of religion in the 
home; of pious parents. How can the 
religion of the parents be made a vital 
factor in the life of the children? 

2. His Dedication, 1:21—2:11. In 
this section we read how Hannah brought 
Samuel to the tabernacle at Shiloh and 
gave him formally to the service of the 
Lord. Children were weaned late in 
Palestine, and Samuel was probably two 
or three years old at the time, perhaps 
five. As Hannah offered her boy to the 
Lord her heart overflowed with gratitude. 
Her song reveals her insight into the 
divine character, her trust in the divine 
providence. From that time on, Samuel 
helped Eli, the High Priest, in the service 
of the tabernacle. He grew up in the 
“church.” 


How can we lead our boys and girls, 
our young people, to dedicate themselves 
to the service of God? How can Chris- 
tian parents give their children a love 
for the things of God? The man whom 
God used to advance Israel, as he had no 
other man since Moses, grew up in the 
church. Can God speak to us, work 
through us, more readily if we use con- 
sistently the means of grace provided by 
the church? Why do you think so? 

3. His Growth, 2:12-36. This section 
emphasizes the baseness of the sons of 
Eli, their greed in taking what belonged 
to God and man (12-17) and their im- 
morality (22-25); and in definite con- 
trast thereto the steady growth of Samuel 
(cf. 2:21, 26; 3:19), not only physically 
and socially, but also morally and spirit- 
ually, in spite of the evil example of the 
sons of Eli, and the temptations which 
they must have thrown in his way. Be- 
cause Eli, who was himself a good man, 
did not restrain his wicked sons, God 
pronounced judgment upon his house. 

Can a child’s growth be pronounced 
satisfactory unless he grows morally and 
spiritually as well as physically and so- 
cially? Are our young people equally as 
interested in one as the other? What 
about our Christian parents? Are they 
as much concerned about their religious 
education as they are about their secular 
education? What can our young people 
do to secure a well-rounded growth? 
What can our Christian parents do to 
promote such growth? Why is it that the 
sons of pious parents do not always turn 
out well? 


4. His Call, 3:1-18. We have here 


the familiar story of how God first spoke 
to Samuel. The boy was probably about 
12 years of age at the time, the age when 
most boys and girls today join the church. 
He was engaged in the service of the 
Lord. Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie reminds us 
that: 


“In Oriental churches—Orthodox, Ar- 
menian, Coptic or Latin—innumerable 
boys today are serving the Lord before 
Elis, even as the boy Samuel served in 
Shiloh. They sweep the temples, kindle 
the fire, light the lamps and tapers, hold 
a lighted candle before the priest while 
he reads, and otherwise do the priests’ 
bidding. Some of these boys may become 
priests, when they reach their majority, 
and receive ordination but until then they 
are lay ministers or servants in the house 
of God under the priests.” 


The statement that the word of God 
was “precious” in those days means, as 
indicated in the margin of the rsv, that 
it came only rarely. The statement that 
Samuel himself did not yet know the 
Lord (vs. 7) indicates that though Sam- 
uel knew God as all devout Israelites 
did, he had as yet received no direct 
revelation of the divine Spirit. 

It was early dawn (the sacred lamp 
which was filled with enough oil to last 
from evening until morning had not yet 
gone out), and Eli was still asleep in 
the Tabernacle when a voice came so 
clearly to Samuel that he jumped up from 
his bed and hastened to Eli. Perhaps it 
was an audible voice, perhaps God was 
only speaking to his conscience. When he 
returned a second and a third time on 
the same errand, Eli realized that it was 
God who spoke, and bade him say, 
“Speak, Lord, for thy servant hears.” 
Only then did he receive the fuller mes- 
sage. The task it presented was a diffi- 
cult one; to deliver to his benefactor 
the unvarnished truth, as God had de- 
livered it unto him: “For... I am 
about to punish this house forever, for the 
iniquity which he knew, because his sons 
were blaspheming God and he did not 
restrain them.” 

Does God speak to men today? How? 
Is there anything in Samuel’s past life 
which enables us to understand why the 
message came to him? Can God, or will 
God, reveal himself to us fully, unless 
we, too, reply, “Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant hears”? What would such a re- 
ply indicate in a practical way on our 
part? Suppose Samuel had not carried 
out the unpleasant task which God im- 
posed upon him, would he have spoken 
to him again? Are parents today too 
strict or too indulgent with their chil- 
dren? 

5. His Growing Reputation in Israel, 
3:19—4:1. We read here how Samuel 
gradually became known as a prophet 
through all of Israel, and how through 
him the Word of God came to the whole 
nation. 

Stop here and think of the things 
which had prepared Samuel for his great 
work: his pious home, his early dedica- 
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tion to God, his relation to the church, 
his well-rounded and steady growth; his 
readiness to listen to God’s voice; his 
courage in proclaiming God’s message, 
his refusal to be led into evil ways, etc. ? 
Which of these was the more important 
factor in preparing him for God’s serv- 
ice? What is the lesson for us? 
ll. Samuel’s Work 

Chapters 4-6, which it is to be hoped 
we have read, show us how badly Sam- 
uel’s labors were needed. (1) The Is- 
raelites were politically oppressed. The 
Philistines had defeated them in battle, 
and for 20 years now had held them in 
subjection. (2) They were religiously 
indifferent. So little interest did they 
retain in the worship of Jehovah that 
the Ark, which the Philistines had cap- 
tured, but which they feared to retain, 
was allowed to rest in a private house for 
twenty years, and during the whole of 
this time there was no center of worship 
in Palestine. (3) They were socially 
disorganized. There was no unity among 
the tribes, no administration of justice 
in the land. Eli had been recognized 
as a judge by some of the tribes in the 
center of Palestine, but even during his 
life time his sons had robbed the people, 
and now for twenty years there had been 
no administration of justice, no central 
authority in the land. But during these 
twenty years Samuel labored patiently, 
and at last we see the fruit of his labors: 

1. A Revival of Religion, 7:2b-6. The 
Israelites had lamented after the Lord 
ever since their great defeat; but their 
laments spent themselves evidently in 
longing for the “good old times,” for 
they made only one futile attempt to re- 
store the Ark and to re-establish the wor- 
ship of the Lord, and they did not bother 
to put away their heathen gods (the 
Baalim and the Ashtoreth). During the 
whole of this time, however, Samuel kept 
on preaching. Most men would have 
grown discouraged, but Samuel perse- 
vered, and finally he persuaded the peo- 
ple to put away the Baalim and the Ash- 
toreth and to return to the wholehearted 
service of the Lord. In token of this 
fact the whole nation gathered at Miz- 
pah, a little town five miles north of 
Jerusalem, and made there a public con- 
fession of their sins. In addition to this 
confession of their lips, they fasted a 
whole day (a proof of their sincerity) 
and poured out water upon the ground, 
a symbolic act which has no exact paral- 
lel in the Old Testament, but was prob- 
ably significant of the outpouring of their 
hearts before God in penitence and sup- 
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plication. This revival so briefly de- 
scribed must have been one of the most 
powerful religious movements in Israel’s 
history. It was certainly one of the most 
enduring. The Israelites repeatedly turn- 
ed aside to worship idols during the days 
of the judges, but after Samuel’s revival 
there is no trace of idolatry in Israel for 
150 years, until Solomon introduced the 
worship of foreign gods to please his 
many wives. 

The church has been praying and 
working for a revival now for many 
years. Why has it failed to come? What 
form will it probably take? What re- 
pentance do you think God requires of 
us as a part of any genuine revival of 
religion and how ought it to be mani- 
fested ? 

2. The Recovery of Independence, 
7:7-14. Not only did Samuel restore the 
word of the Lord, but through the bless- 
ing of God he also regained the nation’s 
independence. As previously stated, the 
Philistines had long dominated the land. 
When they heard of the national assem- 
bly at Mizpah, they suspected an up- 
rising and immediately set their army in 
motion. The Israelites were panic- 
stricken. Samuel did not pretend to be 
a soldier, nevertheless he kept his head 
and prayed to God and offered sacri- 
fices. 

At the opportune time a great storm 
beat against the Philistines, toiling up 
the steep mountain passes, so that the 
Israelites rushing down the pass with 
the storm at their backs were able to 
chase them as far as Beth-car, a distance 
of about five miles. 

The power of the Philistines was 
broken for some time by this battle. They 
surrendered the territory which they had 
taken from Israel and were not able to 
molest Israel seriously again so long as 
Samuel was actively in control of the 
nation’s affairs. 

To commemorate the great victory 
Samuel erected a stone and called it 
Ebenezer (the Stone of Help). He said, 
“Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” And 
yet for the last twenty years Israel had 
been ground under the foot of the Phil- 
istines. Perhaps he recognized that it 
was on account of Israel’s sin, and that 
it had all worked for Israel’s good. 

When we sing, ‘‘Here I raise my Eben- 
ezer,” do we mean that we recognize that 
“hitherto God hath blessed us” even in 
our afflictions? Is it true that “to them 
that love God all things work together 
for good?” Does this thought give us 
courage for the future? 
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3. The Re-Establishment of Justice, 
7:6, 15-17, 12:1-5. Not only did Samuel 
restore the worship of the Lord and re- 
cover the nation’s independence, he also 
re-established and re-organized the ad- 
ministration of justice in the land. He 
had begun to judge the people at Mizpah 
(7:6) but his work was interrupted. 
After the Philistines were defeated he 


completed his plans. He established a 
regular circuit, holding a rude sort of 
court annually in four different parts of 
the nation. Gradually order was estab- 
lished throughout the land. 

But as Samuel grew older he was 
forced to call in his sons to assist him, 
Unfortunately they did not take after 
their father. The people, having tasted 
the benefit of a good administration, now 
wished for a king, like unto the other 
nations. Samuel was the one man in the 
kingdom whom they could trust. At their 
request (even though he realized that it 
meant that he was being laid aside), 
Samuel chose the king (1 Sam. 8-9) and 
wrote the constitution of the kingdom 
(10:25). Later when Saul proved un- 
worthy of his office, Samuel announced 
his rejection and chose his successor. 

It was Samuel apparently who estab- 
lished the schools of the prophets, not 
schools where prophets were reared, but 
where young men were trained in the 
principles of the prophets. These pro- 
phetical schools, which begin to be men- 
tioned from this time on, did much to 
conserve the results cf the great revival 
which Samuel had brought about. I men- 
tion them, because I wish to suggest some 
of the things which Samuel accomplished 
as the second founder of the nation. 

But in closing our lesson this week I 
am interested not in the prophet’s work 
but in the prophet’s character. He had 
many opportunities to enrich himself; 
nevertheless, before he surrendered his 
high office to Saul he called the people 
to witness that he had served them in 
a public capacity all of his life, yet he 
had defrauded no one, he had oppressed 
no one, he had accepted no gift (the com- 
mon Hebrew word for a “bribe” is prop- 
erly speaking a “present” and is used of 
“gifts” sent to an official to secure his 
favor) which might serve to blind his 
eyes to the right. And the people will- 
ingly acknowledged that it was so. 

Samuel (1) restored the worship of 
God; (2) secured the nation’s inde- 
pendence; (3) re-established justice in 
the land; (4) organized the kingdom; 
(5) founded the schools of the prophets. 
Which was his fundamental service to 
the nation? Did the revival of religion 
come logically first? In which of the five 
capacities would Samuel first endeavor 
to serve America today? What services 
could he render America in the other 
four capacities? How can we with our 
opportunities and talents help to do the 
work which Samuel in these five depart- 
ments of labor might attempt to do if 
he were here? Do we have officials today 
as incorruptible as Samuel? Why do we 
have so many of the other type? Is it 
right for business men to seek special 
favors from politicians? Is it right for 
politicians to accept favors from those 
who might demand a return for what 
they have given? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education. National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 





INTERCESSORY PRAYER. By Edward W. 
Bauman. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
109 pp., $2.00. 

The author, now chaplain at the Amer- 
ican University, Washington, D. C., re- 
veals his earlier war service and pastoral 
experiences in writing of creative inter- 
cessory prayer, the joy and responsibility 
of all priest-believers, “one of the highest 
forms of communion with God.” The 
first part of his book seeks to answer, 
“Is it reasonable to believe that God lis- 
tens and responds to our prayer for 
others?” Yes, despite apparent objec- 
tions from physical science, psychology 
and metaphysics. Part two asks, “What, 
then, is a reasonable request to make of 
God, and what is a reasonable response 
to expect?” Here Dr. Bauman is not 
specific, perhaps no one can be, but he 
insists that if the “magic wand level of 
prayer” is to be avoided, it must be re- 
placed by self-giving, yielding to ‘Thy 
will be done” in full awareness of the 
cost by which one becomes a volunteer 
agent “with God in the eternal process 
of redemption.” 

A thoughtful and practical description 
of what could more often happen for 
each of us. 


PAUL LESLIE GARBER. 
Decatur, Ga. 


GROW IN GRACE. By Adrian and Grace 
Paradis. Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
126 pp., $2. 

The pace of modern life and the di- 
verse interests of parents and children, 
it has been said, has made family wor- 
ship impractical and hence all-but ab- 
solete. For families who believe that this 
is not necessarily inevitable, particularly 
for families with sub-teens who still are 
trying, here are ninety-three one-page 
service-helps arranged topically and sea- 
sonally. Written by a commuting public 
relations man for an air line, prepared 
with his wife and used by them with their 
own children, these services used as 
“starters” or as they are, offer reinforce- 
ment for parents who want to start or 
revitalize family prayers. The contents 
are fresh and relevant; the book can be 
recommended as useful. 


Paut LESLIE GARBER. 
Decatur, Ga. 
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RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 
mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
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DISCOUNT for 8 Insertions, 10%}; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%: 12 insertions, 20%. 
FOR SALE 


FURNISHED MONTREAT COTTAGE FOR 

SALE. Large, choice location. Kentucky 
Road. Pine panelled. Stone fireplace. Three 
bedrooms. Outdoor grill. All utilities elec- 
tric. Reasonable. MARION G. BRADWELL, 
—* CHURCH, ALBANY, GEOR- 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR CHURCH GROUP 
LEADERS. Lee J. Gable, Editor. Association 
Press, New York. 633 pp., $7.95. 

The editor’s ambitious undertaking has 
resulted in a tremendous and valuable 
book. Now a professor at Lancaster The- 
ological Seminary, Mr. Gable has drawn 
together under 22 major headings, ma- 
terial from more than 100 basic books 
and articles dealing with essential tasks 
and concerns of the church group leader. 

Following a survey of some of the 
major Christian beliefs, the reader may 
be introduced to principles of psychology 
and education, helps in dealing with va- 
rious age groups and situations, various 
methods and materials, and a final sec- 
tion on organization and administration. 
Churches will do well to provide this vol- 
ume for the use of their leaders. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Faith of the Church. Karl Barth. 
Meridian Books, Inc., N. Y. $1.25, paper. 

Gods and Heroes of the Greeks. H. J. 
Rose. Meridian Books, Inc., N. Y. $1.25, 
paper. 

Quiet Time. Compiled by Edward D. 
Staples. Upper Room, Nashville, Tenn. 50¢, 
paper. 

Family at Prayer. Compiled by Abigail 
Graves Randolph. Upper Room, Nashville, 
Tenn. 75¢. 

When You Are Sick. David A. MacLen- 
nan. Upper Room, Nashville, Tenn. 15¢, 
paper. 

Around the Year with Emmet Fox. Daily 
readings. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.95. 

The Choirmaster’s Workbook. Vol. 6. 
Dayton W. Nordin, Editor. Augustana 
Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill. $2. 

The Role of Knowledge in Western Re- 
ligion. John Herman Randall, Jr. Beacon 
Press, Boston. $3.50. 

Jesus of Nazareth. Henry Richard Mc- 
Fadyen. Scott Publishing Co., New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y. 50¢, paper. 

The Female Offender. Caesar Lombroso. 
Philosophical Library, N. Y. $4.75. 

American Heritage. December, 1958. 
Bruce Catton, Editor. American Heritage, 
N. Y. $2.95. 

Through Temptation. James H. Hanson. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, 
Minn. $1.50, paper. 

How to Get into College. Frank H. 
Bowles. E. P. Dutton & Co., N. Y. $2.95. 

Cancer, Communism and Christ. Z. Bu- 
ford Randall. Greenwich Book Publishers, 
N. Y. $3.50. 

Discovering Love. Lance Webb. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville, Tenn. $3. 

Life’s Hidden Power. Louis H. Evans, 
Fleming H. Revell, Westbrook, N. J. $2.50. 

Preaching the Resurrection. Edited by 
Alton M. Motter. Muhlenberg Press, Phil- 
adelphia. $2.25, paper. 
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The Slow of Heart. Matthew Warren. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2. 

Men Who Faced the Cross. William J. 
Siegel. Augustana Book Concern, Rock 
Island, Ill. $2. 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U. S.) 


SYNOD OF TENNESSEE 

Columbia—(M)* S. Wallace Carr, Pu- 
laski; (E)* George W. Campbell, Jr., 
Spring Hill. 

Memphis—(M) O. G. Henry, Jackson; 
Bruce C. Boney, Maicolm B. Koehler, 
Wayne A. Meeks, W. Wilcox, (E) W. 
Ross Junkin, Cliff Milton, Memphis; G. R. 
McCalla, Germantown; J. J. Bevan, White- 
haven; Norman Henry, Jackson. , 

Nashville—(M) Otis Welch, Old Hickory; 
Roland Rainwater, Gallatin; Priestley Mil- 
ler, (E) J. Hugh Knox, Dr. Oscar Nelson, 
Cc. A. Foster, Nashville. 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 

Appomattox—(M) R. B. Cotton, Massie’s 
Mill; Ben R. Lacy, Jr., Hampden-Sydney; 
Charles R. Hughes, Jr., Madison Heights; 
W. H. Chappell, Pamplin. (E) Frank J. 
Allen, Ringgold; J. F. Robert Moseley, 
Lynchburg; John Ross, Danville; Page 
Morton, Charlotte Court House. 

Hanover—(M) C. N. Morrison, Lawrence- 
ville; N. L. Dennis, Robert W. Kirkpatrick, 
W. Arnold Pate, W. B. Ward, E. T. Thomp- 
son, (E) Aubrey N. Heflin, Jackson J. Tay- 
lor, T. L. Fritzlen, Richmond; C. E. Smith, 
Hopewell; O. L. Ligon, Jr., Sabot; Frank 
L. Wyche, Petersburg. 

Lexington—(M) Paul R. Shiflet, Penn 
Laird; R. G. Hutcheson, Jr., Springfield; 
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Gordon, Waynesboro; Richard R. Potter, 
Staunton; (E) Col. I. G. Foster, Lexington; 
Percy Thompson, Hot Springs; J. R. 
Bailey, Orange; M. D. McKee, Buena Vista; 
toy E. Rexrode, Franklin, W. Va. 

Montgomery—(M) H. Ray Woody, Bu- 
chanan; J. M. Kennedy, Glasgow; E. D. 
Vaughan, Salem; C. W Browning, Jr., Rad- 
ford; (E) Robert C. Friend, Narrows; 
Claude F. Carico, Roanoke; Harold Bell, 
Covington; James Smith, Martinsville. 

Norfolk—(M) Emmett M. Goetschius, 
Belle Haven; Orville L. Shick, Portsmouth; 
Irving R. Stubbs, Lynnhaven; C. J. Hol- 
landsworth, John B. Rice, Russell G. Flax- 
man, (E) B. W. Wilt, Norfolk; George T. 
Abernathy, Newport News; L. A. Hughes, 
Charles E. Krants, Hampton; John Rob- 
bins, Glass; Emil Ham, Carrolton. 

Potomac—(M) Robert W. Galloway, 
Towson, Md.; James T. Magruder, Flush- 
ing, Long Island, N. Y.; Thomas A. Little, 
Sykesville, Md.; Curtis P. Harper, Falls 
Church; James F. Lundquist, (E) Thad 
Page, Sr., Robert A. Einstein, Alexandria; 
Dewey Roark, Jr., Washington, D. C.; Dan 
I. MeKeithen, Bethesda, Md.; Carl M. Kno- 
bei, Baltimore, Md. 

Winchester—(M) Harry M. Crim, Stras- 
burg; Reuben B. Sule, Hancock, Md.; 
George D. Jackson, (E) Phil H. Sprenkle, 
Winchester; W. H. Ellifrits, Strasburg; F. 
Dean Nichols, Charles Town. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterians, U. S. 

Robert Lee Hyatt, from Augusta, Ark., 
to the Oakland, Tenn., church. 

James B. Brown, Army chaplain, is now 
at 135 Albany Ave., Shreveport, La., until 
late April when he will be with the 2nd 
Armored Division, Ft. Hood, Texas. 

George W. Alexander, from Beaumont, 
Texas, to 7117 Parker St., Houston 16, 
Texas, where he is pastor of the First 
church in Channelview, Texas, 

O. C. Acrey has been suspended indefi- 
nitely by John Knox (Texas) Presbytery. 

E. H, Denman, Jr., from Stamps, Ark., 
to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

J. Russell Cross, who has been studying 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, has become pas- 
tor of the Richwood Church, 43 Main St., 
Walton, Ky. 

Frederick C. Fowler, 2d, from Duluth, 
Minn, (U.P.USA) to assistant pastor First 
Church, 1004 Belhaven St., Jackson, Miss. 

Charles N. Foshee, from Durham, N. C., 
to Radford College, Va., where he has be- 
come a professor, 

Robert E. Ford, from Sarasota, Fla., to 
902 E. Lambright St., Tampa, Fla., where 
he is pastor of the North Tampa church. 

F. E, Fincher, honorably retired, from 
Houston, Texas, to 26 Ridgetop Dr., 
Clayton, Mo. 

Norris L. Fellows, from Decatur, Ga. 
(U.P.USA) to the First church, Box 351, 
Wadesboro, N. C. 

Robert C. Gay, from Glenville, W. Va., 
to Office of Personnel, Mt. Alto Hospital, 
Washington, D. C. 

Paul T. Fuhrmann, formerly of Hudson 
Presbytery (U.P.USA), is at 474 Park 
Ave., S. E., Atlanta 12, Ga., becoming a 
member of the staff of Columbia Semi- 
nary. 

Kenneth R, King, from Spencer, W. Va., 
to St. Andrews University, Scotland, 
where he is engaged in graduate work. 

Burghardt D. Jones, formerly of Central 
Alabama Presbytery, has been divested of 
office without censure. 

Faires J. McDaniel, from Austin, Texas, 
to associate pastor, St. Andrews Church, 
5308 Buffalo Speedway, Houston 5, Texas. 

Louis G. Novak, formerly of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church, has become 
pastor of the Eagle Lake, Fla., church, 
Box 15. 

Stuart A. Plummer, from Baltimore, 
Md., to 206 Audrey Lane, Apt. 303, Wash- 
ington 21, D. C. 

Cecil H. Smith, honorably retired, from 
Galveston, Texas, to Rt. 1, Box 69, Hitch- 
cock, Texas. 

J. N. Robinson, formerly of the AME 
Church, has become pastor of Trinity 
church, 241 White St., Decatur, Ga. 

James G. Spencer, from New Orleans, 
La., to Box 145, Centreville, Miss. 

George N. Thompson, from Houston, 
Texas, to the United Church of Christ 
(Evangelical and Reformed). 

C. Keith Wright, Lake Charles, La., has 
become pastor of the new St. Andrew’s 
church, 1801 Second Ave. 

D. Grier Woody, Decatur, Ga., has been 
divested of office at his own request and 
without censure. 

Herbert C. Tays is pastor of First 
church, McKinney, Texas, Kentucky and 
Lamar Sts. He was formerly associate 
pastor of the Casa Linda church, Dallas, 
Texas. 
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C. D. Murphy has become superintend- 
ent of the Children’s Home, Foster Falls 
Va. He served the Bland, Va., church be- 
fore taking this work. 


Presbyterians, U. P. USA 

Francis W. Pritchard, Maryville, Tenn., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Frank William Montgomery, from St. 
Clairsville, Ohio, to Box 342, Barberton, 
Ohio. 

Frank R. Churchill, Jr., from Pittsburgh 
10, Pa., to 184 Martha Ave., Millvale, 
Pittsburgh 9, Pa., where he is serving the 
Millvale church. 

J. Daryl Davis, from Harrisville, Pa., 
to Rt. 2, Aliquippa, Pa. 

Harold F. Mante of Lock Haven, Pa., 
will become pastor of the Forty Fort, Pa., 
church shortly after Easter. 

Charles J. Ping, from Durham, N. C., to 
the faculty of Alma College, Alma, Mich. 

Donald D. Replogle, from Wildwood, 
Fla. (U.S. Church), to assistant pastor 
Westminster church, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Harvey H. McClellan, chaplain, from 
Long Beach, Calif., to 201 E. Cedar St., 
Olanthe, Kans. 

Augustus A. Casper is retiring from 
the pastorate of the Jewett, N. Y., church. 

George R. J. Combs, from Union 
Springs, N. Y., to Attica, N. Y. 

James Keller, from the Soundview 
Church, New York City, to the Morrisania 
church, New York City. 

S. Leslie Reid, of the University church, 
Buffalo, N. Y., is retiring from the pastor- 
ate. 

Willis R. Sanderson is retiring as pastor 
of the Fairville church, Newark, N. Y. 

Raymond Schember, of Hartsdale, N. Y., 
is joining the staff of Church World Serv- 
ice. 

Andrew S. Taylor is retiring from the 
pastorate of the West Fayette, N. Y., 
church. 

Ronald P. Sallade, formerly of Canfield, 
Ohio, is the new minister of education in 
the Glenshaw church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Elia Howard Ryall, from Brownsville, 
Pa., to the Lynhaven, Fla., church. 

Warren Young, from Rochester, N. Y., 
to Florida, N. Y. 

Clarence E. Davison, of the Swissvale 
church, Pittsburgh, Pa., will become minis- 
ter of program and administration in the 
Central church, Summit, N. J., in early 
April. His address will be 14 Myrtle Ave., 
Summit, N. J. 

Robert E. Bell, Jr., who has been serv- 
ing the Providence church in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., has become pastor of the Blackadore 
Ave., church, in Brushton, Pittsburgh. 

Robert W. Millspaugh, from Rye, N. Y., 
to the Caldwell, N. J., church. 

William C. Langston, from Erie, Pa., to 
the East Syracuse, N. Y., church. 


DEATHS 


R. A. Forrest, 77, Toccoa Falls, Ga., died 
Jan. 13. He was ordained by an inde- 
pendent ordaining council in New York 
in 1901 and engaged in independent home 
mission work until 1926, when he became 
pastor of the Toccoa church. He was 


founder and president of the Toccoa Fallg” 
Bible College, 1911 until his death. Boh 
Jones College awarded him an honorary 
degree in 1936. 3 

Joseph E. James, 82, Bolivar, Tenn, 
died Jan. 29, He was pastor at Trenton,” 
Tenn., 1930-45, serving at Bolivar and” 
Grand Junction until his retirement. 

Robert B. Giffen, 51, director of the 
Chatham-Savannah (Ga.) Mental Health 
Association, was killed instantly on the 
night of March 7 by an automobile. The 
accident occurred in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla, 
where he was visiting his father, Bruce 
J. Giffen, Ft. Lauderdale pastor, when he 
was struck by an automobile at an un- 
lighted intersection. Earlier service in- 
cluded pastorates in Princeton, N. J, 
Easton, Pa., and executive positions in 
Atlanta, Ga., and Miami, Fla. 


KOREA SEMINARY 


Samuel Hugh Moffett, now in Andong, 
Korea, (U.P.USA), and John N. Somer 
ville (U. S. Church), of Mokpo, Korea, 
now on furlough in the U.S.A., have been 
called to the faculty of the theological 
seminary in Seoul. 


SCOTLAND EXCHANGE 


Malcolm R. Williamson, Third church, 
Charlotte, N. C., will exchange pastorates 
June-August with Thomas Maxwell of St, 
Catherine’s church, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
13 Fountainhall Rd., Edinburgh 9. Dr. 
Maxwell will be available for addresses 
on Scottish Church History during his 
stay in this country. 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 


William M. Elliott, Jr., Highland Park 
church, Dallas, Texas, will be the April 
20-24 Spiritual Enrichment speaker of 
the Presbyterian Pan-American School in 
Kingsville, Texas. 

E. Lee Stoffel, Charlotte, N. C., is Reli- 
gious Emphasis Week speaker at Presby- 
terian Jr. College, Maxton, N. C., this 
month. 


DCEs 


Delores Horn, from Bay City, Texas, to 
the Bellaire church, 5001 Bellaire Blvd., 
Bellaire, Texas, where she will become 
assistant director of Christian education 
April 1. 


BOOKS 


Robert E. Johnson, of the faculty of 
Western Seminary, Pittsburgh, has com- 
pleted the manuscript on a new book 
called “The Protestant Problem of Theo- 
logical Authority.” 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A Coeducational Junior College 

At Statesville, North Carolina in the foot- 
hills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Non- 
denominational. Fully accredited. High 
standards. Small classes. Excellent instruc- 
tion. Preparation for advanced academic 
work; specific vocational training. 

* Basic Liberal Arts 

* Terminal Business Education 

* Voice + Piano «+ Organ 
Informal student activities. Campus dorm 
for women, approved town residences for 
men. Delightful climate. Easily accessible. 
Est. 1856. Scholarships, work opportunities. 
Liberally endowed. Rates: $794. Catalog. 


John P. Montgomery, President 
Mitchell College, Statesville, N. C. 











PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 
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